
East Central Illinois Police Training Project 
MTU 12  •  Illinois Law Enforcement Training & Standards Board 

Narcotic Detection K9 Certification 

             Sept. 28, 2015 / Option 1 

             Sept. 29, 2015 / Option 2 

  Testing Site:      ILEAS Training Center ‐ 1701 East Main Street, Urbana 

  Hours:      8:00 am ‐ 4:00 pm (each day)      

  Testing Fee:       ‐ 0 ‐ 

Mobile Team Unit 12 will offer  the State of  Illinois mandated certification  for narcotic detection canines on 

September 28th and 29th at the ILEAS Training Center in Urbana.      

Participating K9  teams will be  required  to attend one  (1) of  the posted days  to complete  their certification.  

Each K9 Team will be required to certify to the minimum standards set forth by the Illinois Law Enforcement 

Training and Standards Board (see attached standards).  

Each K9 will be tested on the odors of the following substances:  

 cocaine 

 crack cocaine 

 heroin 

 cannabis 

 methamphetamines 

The certification will be conducted in three phases, to include vehicles, building, and parcel/package/luggage  ‐  

with teams moving from phase to phase and with ample time to rest and break their dogs. 

The certification will take place regardless of weather conditions.   Participating teams should be prepared to 

work  in rainy or hot conditions and are required to provide the basic equipment,  i.e. collar,  lead and reward 

(unless verbal reward is used).  

Certifications will be conducted by: 

Mathew Iverson        Former K9 Handler / Champaign Police Dept. 

Sr. Patrolman David Sawlaw    Former K9 Handler / Rantoul Police Dept. 

Tony Piatt        Police K9 Trainer / Danville IL 

 To register for a testing date, please contact: 

Kevin Koontz 
MTU 12 

                                                                                 217/ 819‐4028 (desk) 
                                                                                 217/ 649‐0569 (cell) 

kkoontz@ccrpc.org 
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CERTIFICATION STANDARDS  

 
   

 Certification for narcotic detection dogs should be comprised of a comprehensive assessment, 
which includes elements of odor recognition as outlined in SWGDOG General Guidelines.  

 
 Certification should not be conducted in areas in which narcotics detection canine teams have 

recently trained or certified.  
 
 Natural distracters are normally present in the testing area.  

 
 Placement of distracters in the certification area is required when no natural distracters are 

present.  
 
 Care must be taken not to place artificial distractions in a manner that causes contamination of the 

test substance odor.  
 
 Proofing/Verification of certification area should be conducted prior to the actual certification 

using a certified canine team who is not participating in the certification.  
 
 The narcotic detection canine shall be tested on the substance odors for which it is trained.  

 
 All odors for which the dog will be certified must be tested.  

 
 The test shall be designed to resemble normal operational searches by using vehicles, buildings, 

parcels, baggage, etc. to conceal substances.  
 
 Certification testing shall be conducted with no less than 5 grams of the actual substance to be 

detected. Pseudo-narcotics shall not be used during certification.  
 
 The test shall include a variety of searches designed to evaluate the canine’s ability to recognize 

and respond to the odor.  
 
 The test shall include scenarios resembling searches within the normal operational environment 

and include at least 3 different searches (see categories below) designed to evaluate the canine’s 
ability to recognize and respond to the odor. Not all odors will necessarily be in each type of 
search and some search areas shall contain no odors (blanks).  

 
 Types of searches and suggested maximum search times are listed below:  

   
O Parcel/baggage searches with 2-6 articles per odor should take 1 minute to search 2-6 

parcels.  
   

O Building/room searches (the room may contain zero to three aids depending upon the size 
and environmental conditions.)  

   
O Rooms that are 18.6 –111.5 m² (200-1200 sq. ft.) with furniture should take 1.5 minute 

per 9.3 m²/ 28 m³ (100 sq.ft./1000 cu.ft.).  
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O Motor vehicle searches including interiors and exteriors (3-6 vehicles per search using 
passenger cars and trucks, 3 minutes per vehicle).  

   
O Open area/perimeter searches of 93 – 930 m² (1,000-10,000 sq.ft.) per search, should take 

1-3 minutes per 93 m² (1000 sq. ft.).  

   
 The canine must demonstrate the ability to detect all trained odors.  

 
 For successful certification, the canine shall achieve at least a 90% confirmed alert rate for 

certification, and a false alert rate not to exceed 10%, as defined and calculated in SWSGDOG 
General Guidelines.  

 
 Disqualification due to time should be left to the discretion of the certifying authority. The test 

should end if the certifying authority determines that the canine is no longer working (e.g. 
observable behaviors to be added in final annotated version).  

   
   


